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Pr Victor Mbarika,

ICT Technocrat

Racing for Africa’s

transformation

Born in Buea, South West Region, Victor Mbarika travelled to the USA to hunt for ter-
tiary knowledge. There, the Cameroonian made breakthroughs. Atthe age of 32, he
became one of the youngest endowed US Professors with expertise in ICT. In 2010,
he created the ICT University and is the President of the Board of Trustees. With per-
sonal resources plus funding from the ICT University Foundation, he implanted
campuses of the E-learning institution in developing countries including Africa, with
the goal to speed development. During an andience with PM Joseph Dion Ngute in
October 2020, the philanthropist presented a rich “harvests” for Cameroon.
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i the fime some Afrcan Diosporans
are devising strategies to tear apart
countries in the confinent, US-based
Cameroocnian Professor of Monoge-
rmenf Information System (MIS) of Bost
Carolina University [ECU), Victor Mbo-
nka, s working relentiessty for its fransformotion.
He is doing s via the Informiation and Communi-
cations Technolsgy [ICT) Univarsity, which he
foumdad in 2010. 5o far, the ICT fechnocnat has
implanted campuses in devaloping countnes. In
Africa, Pr. Mbarika, President of the Board of Trus-

l 12 | omega Magazies 1171 - Novembes 1020

tees of the ICT University, has sowed seeds of the
internationaly recognised tarfory instifution of
leaming, with stote-of-fthe-art infrastruockure ond
equipment in Ugonda, Camercon, Nigerna and
Iimnbabeess. In ony o decads of its existancea, the
varsity don, via its five ICT University and ressarch
insfifutes, has groduated over 15 to 20, 000 Bo-
chelors, Mosier's and PRD degree holders, who
are excelling wordwide. He plons to do more for
Africa, parficulardy his native Camercon. Among
thie innowvaficns he announced, this year, are the
introduckicn of E-Leoming, E-Librones, Tele-meadi-
cing, E-Agnculiure, E-Govermance, E-Democracy
and E-froditional medicine programmeas.
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ﬂi Star Building audience with PM Joseph Dion Ngute, Pr. Mbarika expressed loveforCameroon.

Revelations

Victor Mbarika was born in Bueaq,
South West Region in the early 1970s.
At the age of two, the fourth of
Georges and Regina Mbarika's chil-
dren, travelled to Yaounde, where
he acquired formal education.

He was the only member of the
family who went to government
schools- GBPS Yaounde, LBA
Yaounde, and GBHS Essos,

where he respectively

bagged the First School

| Leaving, GCE Ordinary
. G Level, and GCE Ad-
vanced Level certi-
ficates. Victor ad-

mits he was not a brilliant pupil/student.

“In primary school, | was always pro-
moted on trial. | didn’t obtain the best
grades at the GCE ‘A’ Level exam. Ho-
nestly, | was a rough student. | didn’t
like school. At the then LBA Yaounde,
my father will be learning this for the first
time, | was suspended for three days. |
used to smoke cigarette and drink al-
cohol,” he revealed.

Breakthroughs

His mother, Regina Mbarika (a teacher)
tfaught him, the hard way, the discipline
to focus on education, which he applied
when he travelled to the US in 1993. He
completed his BSc, MSc and PhD in
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Jonathan acclaim hisexpertise in ICT.

kA5, with outstanding results, in five years. Instead of
tee yaars, he clinched o Moster's Degree in nine
rmionifhs af linois University, Chicago. Victor Mbarika f-
rished a four-year PhD programme in 24 months of
Aubirn University, LUISA.

At the oge of 32, he became one of fhe youngest en-
diowsed Professors in the US ond a rore gem in ICT. In
20010, he wias moade President of the Board of Trustess
of the KT University. Today, Pr. Victor Mbarika iz nod
only a viifing Professor at severd univarsities worldwide,
he is an acclaimed T consulbant. The far in compleson
gentlemaon i aso the founder of the “Afrcan Jourmo
of Informiafion Systems.” and the Infernaficnal Cenfre
ior Informiofion Technology ond Development af BCU.
The natrve of Mbenged, Morth West Begion, s egually
o jprolfic writer, with ower 250 ocodemic pubbcofions
in.the form of books ond peer renview journalks. =<You
don't have to attend expensive schools fo moke i/ in
life," that's the advice the recipient of threa Lifetinne
Achievement Awards in higher education has for the
yoh.
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He counts three Lifetime fuchievement Avwards in Figher Education.

Pabiat Indeed

With the mounkain of knowhow God has blessed him
withy, Pr. Mborika didn't osk what Cameroon hos done
fior Fimn; insfead he found the arswer fo what he could
do for his sweest home, Camercon. With funding from
the ICT University Foundaofion, he erected the ICT Uni-
versty campus in Camercon [Messoss precisedy] in
20012, To answer fo accuing demands for a Franco-
phone saction, Pr. Mbariko announced its operationo-
ization this year. "We chose Cameroon to be the
cenfre of excelence for Cenfral Afnca.” he sfafed.
Cwring an audience Prime Minister Joseph Dion Ngute
granted him in Ociober 2020, the phionfhropist an-
nounced the award of ten Master's and ten PhD schao-
karships at the ICT University, and the donation of fwo
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He uses family vacation trips to make his darling wife and
children happy.

Award of scholarships is his way of encouraging African
students.
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Az a father, he does not forget special dabes o birthdays.

virtual foranes fo two State Universities. Georges
kdbarikn, his fother (o prinker) . donofed a prinding
press with eqguipment worth owvar 200 milicn to
the ICT Uriversity Comeroan camypius. Pr. Mbariko
plans to do even more. ©in 2014, we bought
land on the Bamendo-Mbangwi rood to build
Africa's fist Tele-Meadicine Uriversity. Becouse
of the sociopolifical cnss, corstructon has nod
storfed. If's a dream that will come true. More
5o, Limba will host the E-Agnculiure project.

Fr. Mbarika may hove foken a US nabonaliy,
but he remars o Comerconian in his soul.
refuse anybody to callme an American. | know
there is o debate in padioment owvar dual natio-
rdlify, but I'm a Camerconian and nobody wil
take that oveory from me. Dwos invited somessdhizns
in thie U to give a speech. Inpreluds to my pra-
sentation, the American anfhem was played. |
refused fo deliver the speech untl fhe Caomanoon
arnthem was phoyed. Whern the anthem is sung, |
howe taars in iy eyes,” the patnot dsclosed.

Man in love
He 5 1.7 m fal. handsome and full of smiles.



Irene Mbarka, o Bofuf indigena, was lucky to howe
him as husband. irene and Victor met as Chnstiors of
the “Camercon Youth for Jasus Ministny” aond in 2004,
thiey tiad the nupfial knot. The couple, resident inthe
US4 5 blessed wifh three kbds. When Irene wants to

Pr. Victor Mbarikavupar...

Froi. BEmmonvel Anyombod. Fee. Posior

“He mmes his resources bo develop ofher people”
"Profesor Victor Mbarka =y pe
& a young mon | have
known right from the
| FE0s wbear | i came
to Yooundes. | sow him
grow. He is o dynamic,
takernted, determined,
ond focused guy who
has becomea an endo-
wed profesor recogni
=d the world over. His
correriment o work hos
seen him getd iwvolve in
the development of third
wokd counirias, He doas
that fough information
and Communicotiors Technology (ICT). an owenwe
tihrugh which devwsloping couniries con ey gow.
Themelore, he oundsd the BT Univesily, which e
rure in Cameraon, Nigeia, Ugonda and  Srmiba e,
Sluderis, whersvar fher boofion, folow casses online
He infroduced the E-Libary, a sysiem through which
books o dowsnlcaded info a server and shodents
can consull while on compus without nescsssanky
having internet. | s2e him as omebody who uses his
o rEsources io develon ofber peonle. Pro MEcrko
has aworded ten Mosiers aond ten PRD scholarships,
on indication he wands o shore or give back o Ca-
meroon, his country of ongin. | pray that God should
besp bBleming hirm with lolends, wisdom, and resounces
b= neack 1o see his dresam come rees in Africa”

put a smile on the foce of Yictor she cools e, his
fovourte medal. In his spare fime, Pr. Victor mbarika
plays tennis and lsfens to comedy. To maoke him
fronem, sinniply expaose him to a scene, whera a poor
person B maliraafed.s

irene Mbarike, Wil
“My best fiend nol just my husband”
“My Frusband it very God-learing. He
serves God by 1erving peophke, He likes
rroking people ancund hirm happy.
what | ke mest is e lact that he &
friy best fiend rol just my husband.
He & very lamily-oiented and does
not Torgel special dotes Tke our wed-
ding anniversary, my bifhday or e
kick” birthdeys. Sending me Nowers,
lave nates, spending quolly fime with
Frie and the kids, notably special farrity
waditions ond Tamily vacalion Wips
eround T workd, ane arrang o al the ||"I'I"‘Ig'! e does thal
the kids and | value. He is very posionate aboul what he does
exound The workd. Though his job requires o lat of ravek, he hos
kept our Friday dole night o radilion every ime he i around. This
hes been o big boaster 1o keep love and Mendship olive.”

George Mbarika k., o0
“i coenl, bul very siict diad”

“ A% it firsl son, | must admil that | fove
a1 viery Cool dod. He 8 the bed alf wihal
he does. He spois us a lol espacialy
when we frovel on lamily vocalions.
What | dislibs aboulb oy Talfer & hig
siciness. He can be very sict and he
hexs high shandands.”
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